
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zion Seniors 

  The Young at Heart, a social group for those 55 

and over, will be eating lunch at Red Lobster by 

Northgate Mall on Tuesday, March 25. Weôll meet at 

the restaurant at 11:15. Please sign the sheet in the 

great hall if you would like to go along. 

 We encourage all our seniors or almost seniors to 

go along for these fun outings. It gives you a chance to 

get to know your fellow church members. 

 

 

WEDNESDAY LENTEN SCHEDULE 

Ash Wednesday, March 5  

 Worship Service & Lunch .............. 12:00 & 12:30 p.m. 

 Dinner & Worship Service ................. 6:30 & 7:30 p.m. 

Wednesdays, March 12-April April 9  

 Lenten Bible Study ....................................... 10:30 a.m. 

 Dinner & Worship Service ................. 6:30 & 7:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

Evening Lenten Meals 
 

 We are looking for people to make soup and bread 

each Wednesday evening during Lent for a meal 

before the service. We also need someone to fill the 

position of ñkitchen hostò each week. That is just a 

matter of getting out the bowls, utensils, food, etc. and 

then cleaning up after the meal. The meal will be 

available at 6:30 p.m., with the service starting at 7:30 

p.m.  Please sign the sign-up sheet found in the great 

hall if you would like to help. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 When we are not feeling well, whether for a short 

while or as part of a long, chronic process, we find 

ourselves in a spiritual wilderness not everyone knows 

how to share with us.  I have navigated through that 

wilderness myself as a caregiver, a patient, and as a pastor. 

I can tell you that physical and mental illnesses can 

exacerbate all the other ways one is unwell, body and soul. 

Lent is a good time for exploring our wilderness. God 

spent 40 years taking Egypt out of Israel while they 

wandered in the Wilderness. Jesus begins his earthly 

ministry meeting up with the Satan in the wilderness. As 

we join the wilderness through Lent, I invite you to join 

me for "Being Whole while Being Sick." It is a bible study, 

and a group for discussion and support, and a time for 

worship and prayer. Topics will include "Retribution and 

Other Bad Ideas," Telling the Truth, Looking for Answers, 

Regrets and Forgiveness, Uselessness and more.    

 Who should come? ANYONE who has ever dealt with 

an illness, or expects one might ever deal with illness or 

discomforts of aging, anyone who has ever or expects they 

might be a caregiver to such a person. Did I leave anyone 

out? Sign up will be limited to 18 people, in order to 

encourage sharing. We will meet in the Fireside Room 

(lounge) 10.30-12.30 on Wednesdays during Lent, March 

12-April 10. WEDNESDAY EVENING Lantern worship 

will be offered also.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 2014 



The Messenger (March)  Page 2 

 

 
 

Things I have heard since coming to Zion:  

¶ I remember when we used to fill those Sunday School 

rooms/the sanctuary.  

¶ Weôve lost so many people, and some of them were 

my good friends.  

¶ We canôt afford to lose one more person.  

¶ We used to have éé    We used to beéééé..   

We needéééé  

I have also heard things like:  

¶ We are doing more outreach.    

¶ We have to invite people in.  

¶ Weôve turned the corner.   Weôre ready to grow again.  

¶ We need toé..    We want toééé.   We can do 

thisééé.  

 In short, what I have heard since coming to Zion is 

grief work:  the things we do and say to ourselves and 

others in order to let go of people/things/circumstances 

we treasured and move into a future that does not 

include them and is substantially different from what we 

once knew.    

Hereôs a few things I know about grief work.  

 Telling someone ñYou have to put this behind you 

and move on,ò may be true, but doesnôt make it happen. 

Primarily, it makes the one who grieves add even more 

helplessness and shame to the mix.  ñWhy canôt I do 

this?ò  

Grief work is different for everyone.  

 All the statements above are true, and could have 

even come from the same person.  Grief work doesnôt 

ñmake sense,ò and  moving through grief isnôt a process 

of becoming more rational.  Everyone has their own 

timing, experiences, and stories about the loss and the 

future.    

Grief work cannot be ignored.  

 When a situation seems to be more emotion laden, 

irritable, or failing to move anyone in a positive 

direction, I often say ñMaybe the issue isnôt the issue.ò  

Iôm not discounting what is going on, but asking people 

to listen more deeply to what might be going on in each 

other.  Grief will pop up, side swipe us when we least 

expect it. We donôt name it as grief, but as we listen to 

ourselves and each other we hear that it is, and the real 

issue is grief like I just described.    

Grief will claim our attention over and over again 

and in different ways.  

 Grief doesnôt move in a linear fashion. It moves in a 

spiral, coming back to the surface from time to time, 

where it finds us in a different place still doing the work 

of moving into a future we canôt see yet but without 

what or who we once treasured. Just because it surfaces 

does not mean ñweôre not over this yet.ò It means we are 

continuing to create a different future for ourselves that 

allows us to still love and treasure what once was, and 

honor the legacy it leaves in us.    

Grief can seem unlikely, and bring us to extreme 

ñeither/orò assumptions about the future.    

 Another person or organizationôs grief doesnôt 

always share the same assumptions and memories we 

have.  Once a ñchurch consultantò came out to our 

cluster of churches in rural southeast Ohio.  We 

described the realities of the community:  loss of jobs, 

the influx of drug trafficking, poor housing, poor 

schoolséit was as grim as any inner-city setting.  The 

consultant listened and then asked ñSo why donôt they 

just move?ò  Everyone in the room tensed.  She didnôt 

get it.  She didnôt understand what was lost, and what 

would be lost.  She might have stated something obvious 

and true for her and what she would do, but she failed to 

listen for grief.  There was nothing more she could say 

with credibility to anyone in that room.  She may have 

thought she needed to ñshake us upò in order to move us 

on, but it left everyone feeling even more helpless and 

that all that was treasured would now be lost because 

there was nothing we could do short of closing up shop 

and abandoning ship.   Not one single church was stirred 

to action because of her consultation.    

 So whatôs the solution?  Well, grief isnôt a problem 

to be fixed.  Grief is a part of our existence because we 

have both memory and imagination, a past we are able 

to reflect upon and a future we are able to envision and 

in which we still hold hope.   It is the price for loving 

deeply and well.  Loving deeply and well is also how we 

move through grief. Stay connected to others. Donôt 

reach for the extreme ñeither/orò solution too quickly.  

Expect pain, and donôt try to make it stop artificially.  

But also expect hope, because hope is what we have 

once we have followed Jesus to the cross, to the grave, 

to the garden and into the future.  Hope is surprising, or 

it would just be another plan that will or wonôt turn out.  

Hope allows us to live and love others deeply and well, 

not counting what might be lost and avoiding the pain of 

it.  Our future rests in the hands of one who entered all 

of human suffering, even death and the grave itself, and 

brought life out of it.  

  Blessed Lent as we journey,  

Pastor Betsy    
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Women of Zion, as disciples of Christ, are called to 

grow in faith, discover and use our gifts,  

and serve in our communities  

at home and throughout the world. 

 

Women in the Bible 
 

The Woman Who Became Mother of Nations 
 

Our look at Women in the Bible continues with the story 

of Sarah. 

 

 Sarah (originally named Sarai) was one of several 

women in the Bible who were unable to have children.  

That proved doubly distressing for her because God had 

promised her husband, Abraham, that he would be the 

father of the Jewish nation, with descendants more 

numerous than the stars in the sky. 

 Sarah waited 90 years to have a baby.  Certainly she 

had given up hope of ever seeing her dream of motherhood 

fulfilled.  Sarah was looking at Godôs promise from her 

limited, human perspective.  But the Lord used her life to 

unfold an extraordinary plan, proving that he is never 

limited by what usually happens.  Sometimes we feel God 

has placed our lives in a permanent holding pattern.  

Sarahôs story reminds us that a time of waiting may be 

Godôs precise plan for us.   

 Waiting for God to act in our lives may be the hardest 

task we ever face.  Itôs also true that we can become 

dissatisfied when Godôs solution does not match our 

expectations.  Sarahôs life teaches us that when we feel 

doubtful or afraid, we should remember what God said to 

Abraham, ñIs anything too hard for the Lord?ò (Gen. 

18:14) (www.biblegateway.com) 

 

Lenten Luncheon 

 This year Lenten luncheons will be served at noon on 

Ash Wednesday (March 5) and Maundy Thursday (April 

17).  Contact Thelma Martin if you would like to help with 

either of these luncheons. 

 

 

Mother and Daughter Banquet 

Sunday, May 4th 

Mark your calendar now 

 and save the date! 
 

ZLC W Board Meeting 

February 10, 2014 

¶ Keeping with our emphasis on women in the Bible, the 

meeting began with a short devotional lesson on Mary 

and Martha.   

¶ Treasurerôs report: A final total of $363.32 was collected 

from Thankofferings.  We have sent half of this amount 

to WELCA and half place half in Zionôs Emergency 

Fund.  Receipts for the month from soup sale and portals 

of prayers were about $100.  Expenses for the month, 

which included the thankoffering donations and supplies 

for soup was about $430. 

¶ Marci Asher-Whalen, the development manager at 

Wernle will present a program about the Wernle 

Childrenôs Home at our March general meeting. 

¶ Plans were discussed for Zionôs Motherôs Day 

celebration on May 4
th
.  The members of the Motherôs 

Day celebration have already met.   

¶ Guidelines for the bereavement committee were 

distributed to board members for their input. These 

guidelines will be mailed to bereavement committee 

members by the beginning of March. 

¶ To get a head start on Lutheran World Relief kits, it was 

decided to collect one specific item each week during 

Lent. 

 

Lutheran World Relief  

Personal Care Kits 

 Each week during Lent, we will be collecting a 

different item that we will use to assemble Personal Care 

Kits. These kits will be given to Lutheran World Relief for 

distribution to people around the world.  Containers will be 

in the Great Hall for collecting your donations. 

¶ Week of March 9:  Bars of Soap (4 to 5 oz., any brand, 

in original wrapping) 

¶ Week of March 16: Bath Towels (light-weight, 

maximum 52ò by 27ò, dark color recommended) 

¶ Week of March 23: Toothbrushes (adult sizes, in 

original packaging) 

¶ Week of March 30: Combs 

¶ Week of April 6: Nail Clippers (metal, attached file 

optional) 

¶ Week of April 13: Bath towels (light-weight, maximum 

52ò by 27ò, dark color recommended) 

 

March Craft Night  

 March Craft Night will take place on Thursday, March 

27
th
 at 5:30 p.m.  Meet in the choir room. This is a casual 

group that just loves to get together to work on projects, 

share ideas, and learn new skills. If you have any questions 

please call Anita Snyder at 844-8760. 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/
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Bingo at Butler County Home 

March 10, 2014 

2 p.m. 

 For several years, Becky Haacke has chaired this 

important outreach program sponsored by Zion.  If you 

have not had an opportunity to participate in this program, 

please consider joining in this fellowship on the 2
nd

 

Monday of March, May, September, and November.   

 What would I be asked to do?  On Bingo days, Becky 

organizes the game and calls the numbers.  Zion members 

are needed to assist some residents in playing the games. 

Other help is needed in passing out both prizes and 

cookies.   

 How much time would this involve? If you are willing 

to help, you only need to arrive a few minutes before 2 

p.m. and the event lasts a little less than two hours. 

 Where do I go? You should go in at the main entrance 

from the parking lot.  Bingo is played in the dining hall.  

Someone at the front desk can direct you to the hall, or if 

you let Elaine Carpenter (829-8869) or Joan Boling (889-

0691) know that you are planning on helping, they will 

meet you at the door. 

 What other ways can I help?  Donations of cookies 

and small items to be used as bingo prizes are always 

needed.  

 Do I have to commit to do this each month?  No, come 

on those days you are able. 

 Who can help?  All men and women of Zion are 

invited to participate. 

 Please consider giving some of your time to this 

program on March 10
th
.  The residents look forward to 

sharing this time with members of Zion. 

 

 

 

 
Womenôs March General Meeting 

 

Sunday, March 16
th
 at 5:00 p.m. 

Pizza and drink provided 

 

Program: Marci Asher-Whalen from  

Wernle Childrenôs Home 

 

Hostesses: Tammy Adams and Julia Hilbert 

 

To help us determine the amount of pizza to order, please 

sign up in the Great Hall if you are planning to attend or 

call Thelma Martin at 892-6088 

          

 

Mother/Daughter Banquet 

 The committee for organizing the Mother and 

Daughter dinner, taking place this year on May 4, is 

asking for volunteers from the women of Zion's 

congregation.  

 We would like a volunteer to be in charge of the 

dinner portion of this event. This is a simple menu 

consisting of a lemon chicken, a couple of sides and a 

dessert and will be easy to organize and prepare.  

 We are also looking for volunteers interested in 

helping with the preparation of this meal as this 

requires several people to prepare a meal for this type 

of event. All volunteers will need to be available for 

the day of the Mother/Daughter Banquet on May 4th 

and the day before on May 3rd in order to prepare 

things ahead of time and for set up. 

 We also would like to have volunteers to help with 

decorating for this event.  

 If anyone has pictures or program information 

about past Mother/Daughter Banquets, please drop the 

information off at the church office. We will return it 

to you after the banquet. 

 We are looking for a childï motherï grandmother 

ï great-grandmother to share what their family means 

to them. Or they can share a talent or tradition they 

have.  

 If you are interested in volunteering for this time 

honored tradition at Zion please contact either: 

¶ Shari Gerold (515-4620) or kgerold@cinci.com 

¶ Helen Timmer (892-0138) or hjt2007@aol.com  

¶ Tillie Adams (539-7656)  

 

Prescription Bottles 

 Many thanks to those of you who have 

been bringing your prescription bottles in.  

The program has been a great success. We 

hope that you will continue to bring your 

prescription bottles in.  They are taken to Matthew 

Ministries and used for prescription medicines in 

developing countries. 

 So.....Drop off EMPTY pill bottles in the container in 

the Great Hall. We accept prescription pill bottles and 

over-the-counter pill bottles (such as vitamins). Please be 

sure to rinse bottles and remove labels. You can also drop 

a nickel, dime or quarter in them to help with postage.  

This is an easy and inexpensive way to help people in 

developing countries as well as recycling those bottles; 

making sure they don't end up in a landfill here. 

 

http://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/5?session_redirect=true&userinfo=de2b491210f6f7f5f417ed891a650f51&count=1393278783&cf=SP2&randid=1838389455
mailto:hjt2007@aol.com
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BOOK OF THE MONTH 

CLUB  

  

  The Book of the Month Club will meet on Tuesday, 

March 4 to discuss Alias Grace by Barbara Atwood. We 

were going to discuss this book in February but we had to 

cancel due to snow.  

 Weôll meet on April 1 to discuss The Invention of 

Wings by Sue Monk Kidd. The Invention of Wings, a 

powerful and sweeping historical novel by Sue Monk 

Kidd, begins with an image of flight: Hetty ñHandfulò, 

who has grown up as a slave in early nineteenth century 

Charleston, recalls the night her mother told her that her 

ancestors in Africa could fly over trees and clouds. That 

day, Handfulôs mother, Charlotte, gave her daughter the 

gift of hopeðthe possibility that someday she might regain 

her wings and fly to freedom. Throughout the story, 

Handful struggles, sometimes with quiet dissidence, 

sometimes with open rebellion, to cultivate a belief in the 

invincibility of her spirit and in the sacred truth that one 

does not need actual wings in order to rise. 

 Plan on joining us in the church lounge at 6:30 p.m. for 

these events. We always welcome new people. Remember, 

reading and fellowship is good for the mind and soul! 

 

FIRST COMMUNION CLAS S 

 First Communion is usually offered at Zion for 

fifth graders. If you have a child in grades four to six 

who desires to begin receiving communion, please 

leave his or his name at the church office and indicate 

whether Sunday afternoons/ evenings or a day after 

school would be most likely to work for you and your 

child.  A parent, godparent, or grandparent is expected 

to attend with the child for four sessions.  When is a 

child ready?  When a child begins to show interest in 

whatôs happening up there, maybe even feeling left 

out, itôs time to talk to the pastor.  Contact Pastor 

Betsy at 513-348-0401 or at the church office. 

 
 

 THESPIAN OPPORTUNITY  

You might have the acting bug if:   

--your family always says youôre too dramatic 

--you are always keeping an eye on the room and who 

just came in as you talk to friends. 

--your friends and family think you are just a quiet, 

shy kind of guy or gal....but inside you know that if 

youôre given a script you would roar.   

--You like to read out loud to your cats (or dogs, or 

kids, or spouse) because it gives you something to talk 

about. 

 Seriously, Pastor Betsy is looking for a few good 

thespian wannabees, and she wouldnôt dismiss a real 

thespian or two either.  Adults and youth.  Scripts will 

be provided. Costuming will be minimalist (but 

clothing will not be optional.) Memorization not 

expected. ñPerformancesò will    usually be during 

Midweek evening Lenten services, and short.   

 Teased?  Contact Pastor Betsy soon, before you 

chicken out! 
 

 

TAILS FROM GOD  

   

 

 As part of the Tails From God ministry, Zion has a 

recycling program to benefit the Animal Friends Humane 

Society. Simply bring in your used printer cartridges, cells 

phones, toner cartridges, PDAs, and MP3 Players and put 

them in the recycling box in the church office.  They will 

be packaged, shipped and sent to eCycle Group 

(www.ecyclegroup.com) and the money given to the 

Animal Friends Humane Society. This is a wonderful 

opportunity to be good stewards of God's creation 

by protecting the environment and the abused and 

neglected animals in Butler County. If you have questions, 

please contact Karen Conklin, 513-863-0532. 

 Reminder from Tails From God ministry.  There is 

a box in the Great Hall for donations to Animal Friends 

Humane Society.  Clorox bleach, powdered laundry soap, 

all sizes heavy garbage bags, AAA Duracell or Energizer 

batteries, and first class postage stamps are always on the 

"wish list."  Any questions, call Karen Conklin, 513-863-

0532. 

http://www.ecyclegroup.com/
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Do we have your attention? 

All boys and girls thru 6
th
 grade are invited 

to come to a Valentineôs Mardi Gras. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 1 

Yes thatôs right. We are going celebrate two - two 

Times in One! You can bring your moms and dads 

if you want to, but it is not mandatory. We will 

meet at Zion to caravan to Northgate Chuck-E-

Cheese for pizza and games. The caravan will 

take off at 10:30 ï returning by 1:30. Families are 

welcome to join us directly there from 11-1pm. 

 

Some fun surprises have been included 

and we hope you can make it. 
 

Still have questions? Contact: Robin Kaelin 

by phone: 513-284-5176 or email: 

rkaelin6358@yahoo.com. 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

YOUTH EASTER PARTY IS SCHEDULED FOR 

SATURDAY, APRIL 12TH (10-NOON) 

PLEASE PUT THIS ON YOUR CALENDAR NOW - 

MORE INFORMATION AVAILABLE IN THE APRIL 

MESSENGER. 

 

 

March Adult Fellowship 

Dinner at 

Wine Guy Kitchen and Bar 

Saturday, March 8 at 6:30 p.m. 

 
Meet at Bridgewater Falls Wine Guy 

(across from Fuji House) for a time of 

good food, wine and fellowship. 

Hosted by Hank & Edith (513-476-8449) 

Sign-up sheet is in the great hall. 

 

 

 

 

 
Signup for the Zion Lutheran Church 

Softball Team for the 2014 Softball Season 

 We are looking for all able bodied men from age 

16 to 66 to join us this season for softball on the Zion 

Softball Team. We need at least 16 players to be able 

to field a team in the Hamilton Church Softball 

League. Please sign the sign-up sheet in the great hall 

and give us your Phone # and E-mail address. Thank 

you. 

 

 

Congregations grow when 

members invite their friends to 

worship and fellowship activities. 

mailto:rkaelin6358@yahoo.com
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 Are you retired and looking for a meaningful way 

to spend your time? Are you just naturally able to chat 

with people? We are looking for people who are 

willing to take their time to visit with members of our 

congregation who are unable to leave their homes like 

they once could.  If you would be willing to add this 

service to all that you already do to help our 

congregation and serve Our Lord, or if you have any 

questions, please contact Leanne Bowling. You can 

visit as many or as few members as you are 

comfortable doing. Thank you for your consideration. 

Please call 805-1131 or email Leanne at 

lmbowling@butlerdd.org . 

 
Mike Frye's loved ones are banding together to 

help him DESTROY his Stage 2 

Oligodendroglioma, a type of tumor in the brain. 

 Mike Frye is a father of 4 young children, a hard-

working husband, brother and sonéhe's also one of the 

kindest, funniest, most loving humans on this planet. In 

November, Mike had a massive seizure while at work that 

required a trip in an ambulance, an extended hospital stay, 

NUMEROUS tests and specialists and lots of prayers. The 

diagnosis is Stage 2 Oligodendroglioma, a type of tumor of 

the brain, which will be treated primarily with radiation. 

Please help us help him fight this fight! 

 The goal is to raise $10,000 to help with treatment. If 

anyone would like to donate, go to www.giveforward.com  

and at the top see the box that says ñfind a fundraiserò and 

type in Mike Frye. It will walk you through the rest. Or 

you can make a check out to Zion and weôll forward it to 

the fundraiser. Make sure you put on the check that it is for 

the Mike Frye fundraiser. Thanks for your support. 

 
 
  

Have you remembered 

 Zion 
in your Will? 

 

 

April Adult Fellowship 

April 12, 2014 

Lakeview Garden Center 

and 

Richardôs Pizza 

 

 
 

Weôll meet at Lakeview Garden 

Center, 6061 Pleasant Ave. at 4:30 

p.m. for a presentation on Spring 

Gardening. 
 

Then weôll meet at Richardôs Pizza, 

495 Nilles Road at 6:15 p.m. for 

dinner.  
 

Please sign the sign-up sheet in the great hall 

and indicate if youôll be at the nursery & 

Richardôs or just one or the other.  
 

This event is hosted by Helen & 

John Timmer. Please call 892-0138 

with any questions. 

 

 

http://www.giveforward.com/
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Missionary Corner 

 ñShe also gave some to her husband, 

who was with her, and he ate it.  Then 

the eyes of both of them were 

openedéò(Genesis 3).  From that day in 

history on, relationships have been 

broken and roles have not been fulfilled.  Both our 

relationship with God and with each other has not played 

out as desired.  And the father son relationship is no 

exception!  Is it any wonder that when we look at families 

in Mexico the fathers are seen as providers but remain 

emotionally distant?  Throughout the Church we see 

broken relationships and a lack of male leadership.  In the 

midst of this seemingly hopeless situation we are reminded 

that Jesus is our hope.   

 While on campus, we see that many of the young men 

allow the women to do much of the work in campus 

ministry.  If a young woman is near, they assume sheôll 

answer the questions of a curious male student walking by 

while they run off to buy a coke or open up their laptop in 

the midst of the conversation.  We wonder how these 

young men will be tomorrowôs pastors.   

 We were reminded of the importance of helping to 

build young men into men a couple of weeks back when 

we met with the principal at the middle school in a village 

in the mountains of Puebla.  She shared that alcoholism 

and wife beating are common there.  We wondered how a 

young man can grow into a man of God without the help 

and example of a godly man.  God pointed our eyes to Him 

as our Father.  

 Throughout our time in Mexico as weôve observed 

such examples of the results of The Fall and particularly 

how men respond (or donôt respond), the Holy Spirit has 

laid something on Jose Luisô heart:  menôs retreats for 

young men.  Jose Luis has been working hard planning and 

getting ready for the first retreat, which weôre calling the 

ñpilotò. A group of teens and their dads will join him in the 

mountains March 14-16.  Not only will there be rappelling, 

hiking and zip lining, but Godôs Word will be taught, the 

boys will be challenged to be godly men, and their dads 

will be encouraged to lead them in the process. Please 

pray for this retreat, for the preparations still to be 

made, and that God would work in the boysô and their 

dadsô lives.   

 And one more thingéWeôre expecting a baby boy, 

due in the end of July!  ñGrandma and Papawò Smith 

couldnôt be more excited to get a Mexican stamp on their 

passportJ. 

 Thank you so much for your partnership in the gospel 

and for being with us on this journey! 

 

Love in Christ, 

Jose Luis & Christy Sanchez 

 

 

 
 

Something Extra for Lent 
 

 As a way to become less attached to things of this 

world and focus on spiritual growth, some Christians 

traditionally give something up during Lent. For 

something different, try doing just the opposite. 

Instead of giving something up, why not take on 

something extra. Zion gives you several ways to do 

this. You can increase your fellowship and worship by 

attending meals and services held on Wednesday 

evenings during Lent, or there is the Bible study led by 

Pastor Williams on Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. In 

addition to these Lenten activities there are the 

existing study and activity groups that would always 

welcome new participants. 

 There are many things you can do on your own. 

Start or expand your daily Bible reading and studying. 

Increase your prayer life. Weekly show your concern 

to a shut-in by a phone call or visit, or send a card to 

an inactive member. There are always maintenance 

chores at the church that can be done. With the 

various great minds in the congregation at Zion the 

ideas are endless. Something started during Lent may 

become routine and last throughout the year. 

 

Zionôs Stewardship Team  

 

Box Tops for Education 

 Please save Box Tops for Education (on General Mills 

Products), and Campbellôs Soup labels. These are 

collected at various City of Hamilton elementary schools 

to pay for field trips. There is a container in the lounge to 

put them in. We will see that they get to an elementary 

school that can use them. Thanks. 
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Zion Adult Fellowship  

March  2014  

 
Even though there is still snow on the ground and the temps are going up and down we are starting to 

look forward to spring. It really is around the corner! Now is a great time to shed those òIõve been 

trapped inside too long blahsó and come join your friends at Zion in some Adult Fellowship fun and 

relaxing evening.  

 

There are several great activities coming up ! Check them out on the calendar below and join us on the 

2nd Saturday (usually) of the month.  

 

February 8 th  we celebrat ed Godõs love with a chocolate t hemed party at the home of 

Adrienne and Jeff Sanders. It was a great time and  very well attended. Letõs send out a 

HUGE thank you to Adrienne and Jeff!  

 

March 9th  Dinner at W.G. Kitchen  

Hosts: Edith Stewart  and Hank Goble 
For more details check your weekly bulletin, the website, Facebook, The Messenger or 

call Julia in the office . Sign-up in the Great Hall  

 

April 1 2th  Lakeview Garden Center in Fairfield @ 4:30 with a presentation on spring 

gardening, followed with pizza at Richardõs Pizza on Nilles Road in Fairfield @6:15pm 

Hosts: Helen and John Timmer   
For more details check yo ur weekly bulletin, the website, Facebook, The Messenger or call 

Julia in the office . Sign-up in the Great Hall  

 

May 1 0th  2nd Annual Pot Luck Adventure and Mexican Train game night  

Hosts: Mike and Kathy Frye  

Time: 6:30 ôtil???? 
For more details check you r weekly bulletin, the website, Facebook, The 

Messenger or call Julia in the office . Sign-up in the Great Hall  

June -  Picnic 

Hosts: Nedda & Richard Brown and Leanne & Benny Bowling  

Watch your bulletin and Messenger for details  

 

 

 

 
 
 

If you havenõt joined us for an activity, PLEASE COME AND JOIN US weõd love to have you!  
 

If you have questions feel free to contact us:  

Kathy Frye PH: 868 -7179 email: pilg rimspride1@live.com  

Or contact Julia in the office for information.  
 



The Messenger (March)  Page 10 

 

 

Our prayers for God's healing and strength 

are offered for those who have been 

hospitalized or have medical or personal 

issues:  

 

Name: Requested 

by: 

John Adams Tillie Adams 

Beverly Allen Greg Allen 

Millie Ante Member 

Guy Belew Ingrid Sanders 

Marge Belew Lori Rehm 

Lorainne Blanchard Gail Konrad 

Ella Boynton 

Linda Brandt Julia Sears 

Katie Land Brooks Sandy Ziepfel 

Norman & Cheryl Brown Nedda Brown 

Janet Buchheit Member 

Sandy Bunger Elaine Carpenter 

Nicole Carson 

Maiya Christiansen Susie Pflaumer Hassett 

Gardner Cole Ingrid Sanders 

Dave Cornett Gail Konrad 

Dennis Day Kara Konrad Ramsey 

Jane Day Gail Konrad 

Charles Douthit Cheryl Griesinger 

Jack & Evelyn Duvall Members  

Lucy Emrick Kathy Chambers 

Kelly Farler Member 

Lyla Follmer Marcia Helsinger 

Bob French Kathy Frye 

Mike Frye Jr Member 

Debbie Gibson Julia Sears 

Linda Gibson Lindsey Gibson 

Lois Godby Gail Konrad 

Wilma Hawkey Kathy Frye 

Jack Hiles Member 

Cathy Hoelle Darlene Onyett 

Marsha & Russell Isaacs Joe Sears 

Shirley Kaelin Member 

Shelby Kane 

Maxwell Keck Jean Keck 

Emma Keck Jean Keck 

Debbie Keehner Melba Keehner 

Lee & Melba Keehner Members 

Elnora Kehr Member 

Ava Kemen Joe & Julia Sears 

Randy Kleinsmith Vicki Wheeler 

Sadie Knott Kathy Frye 

Jimmy Kollstedt Gail Konrad 

J.C. Luckett Gail Konrad 

Mark Lykins Gayle Ford 

Jasper Maffeo Mary Snavley 

Frank Martin Member 

Mary Martin Marjorie McGill 

Fred McCollum Nancy Wenning 

Marjorie McGill Member 

Joy Merrill Member 

Michelle Phil & Karen Pflaumer 

Kevin Miller Angie Lauer 

Danita Mitchell Doug Edwards 

Betty Mullen Debbie Ferguson 

Chris Onyett Darlene Onyett 

Mitch Parker Member 

Sandy Parker Member 

Kathleen Peck Libby Huston 

Terry Pfizer Helen Timmer 

Joyce Pinter Member 

Poleti Family Frank Martin 

Kim Proeschel Helen Timmer 

Judy Ramsey Kara Konrad 

Sophia Ellen Riggs 

Candy Robinson Barbara Blair 

Maribeth Robinson Betty Ross 

George Sanchez Member 

Ernie Savage Brenda Savage 

Marge Schick Member 

Ed Schmidt Member 

Erica Schulze & family Frank Martin 

Mark Schumacher Member 

Frederic Seif Laura McAdams 

Roy Setser Bob Herold 

Thelma Setser Bob Herold 

Bil l Sharon Paul Waechter 

Tim Simer Mike Engel 

Del Smith Marcia Helsinger 

Heather Spurlino  

Patty Sroufe Member 

Ruth Stanton Vicki Wheeler 

Dennis Steele Member 

LaVerne Stewart Member 

Jackie Isaacs Stout Member 

Kaitlin Sunderhaus Darlene Onyett 

Debbie Sunderman Gail Konrad 

Karen Thomas Nancy Wenning 

Janet Thompson Nancy Wenning 

Helen Timmer Member 

Paul Waechter Member 

Robert M. Weidner Robert Weidner 

Caroline Wendelken Member 

Harry Whitaker Julia Sears 

Jim Wilkins 

Geri Willis Frank Martin 

Karin Zapf 
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 We pray for our newly baptized member, Nolan Adam 

Reed, son of Adam and Kate Reed, who was baptized on 

February 16, 2014. 

 Continue to pray for those in the armed forces: 

Michael Brown, Alex Duwel, Andrew Copas, Joe 

Copas, Megan Snyder, Ben Boyce, Justin Follick, Kevin 

Niemann, Nick Ford, Lisa Johnson Lowery, Dustin 

Lowery, Bradley Gill . 

 Robert Weidner (grandson of Gladys & Robert 

Weidner): Robert is 17 years old and a junior at Oak Hills 

High School. In the midst of a busy year at school filled 

with AP classes, XC practices, time with friends and 

family ï not to mention ACT tests and college planning ï 

Robert started feeling run down. After learning the test for 

mono was negative, he learned routine labs were 

abnormalésetting them on a course that led to a diagnosis 

of Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia or ALL. The good 

news is this is highly treatable and curable. He had a bone-

marrow transplant in February. Robert and his family are 

members of Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Cincinnati. 

 As people of God we want to pray for all who are sick 

or have other prayer requests. If you or someone you know 

is in need of prayer, please fill out a prayer request and put 

it in the offering plate. However, if you have added 

someone and they need to be taken off the list, please 

fill o ut a request and put it in the offering plate, or call 

the church office. Thanks for your help. 

 
 

Here are blessings members have reported in the last 

monthé 

Thank you to the bell choir for the beautiful music. WOW! 

What a blessing. 8:00 am Congregation 2/9/2014 

Thank you, God, for being with me and your healing hand. 

  Helen Timmer 

 

 

 Thanks to our February bulletin stuffers: Joan 

Boling, Thelma Martin, Tom & Barb Toman, and Lori 

Rehm.  

 

 I would like to thank the Women of Zion, the Agape 

Committee and the members who send cards. Also, 

thanks to the Women of Zion for the flowers and candy. 

I appreciate it very much. 

 God bless all of you, 

 LaVerne Stewart 

 

The following shut-ins are celebrating 

their birthdays in March. All members of 

Zion are encouraged to send a card, 

make a phone call or visit a shut-in. 

You'll find that you are being a blessing 

and receiving a blessing yourself from these contacts.  

Mrs. Caroline Wendelken  3/6 

Twin Towers 

5244 Southridge Dr 

Cincinnati, OH  45224 

Mr. Jack Hiles  3/8 

13326 Creekview Rd. 

Prospect, KY  40059 

Mrs. Joy Merrill  3/23  

Berkeley Square 

100  Berkeley Dr. 

Hamilton, OH  45013 

 

 

Lutherôs Life 
 

Luther Said, ñGod created the world out of nothing; so as 

long as we are nothing, God can make something out of 

us.ò  

 

On prayer, Luther wrote, ñOh, if I could only pray the way 

this dog watches the meat! All his thoughts are 

concentrated on the piece of meat. Otherwise he has not 

thought, wish, or hope.ò 

 

 

LILY ORDERS  

 We are taking orders for Easter 

lilies to beautify our sanctuary on 

Easter weekend. The cost for a lily is $9. Please fill out the 

attached form and put it in the collection plate or return it 

to the church office. Checks should be made payable to 

Zion Lutheran Church and marked for lilies. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Name __________________________________________  

How Many ______________________________________  

Given in Memory of ______________________________  

 _______________________________________________  

Given in Honor of ________________________________  

 _______________________________________________  
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Council Minutes 
January 14, 2014 

 
Present:  Joan Boling, Steve Herget, Lori Rehm, Emily 

Sears, Pr. Betsy, Joe Sears, Bob Herold, Mike Ford, Ron 

Erbeck, Gayle Ford, Leanne Bowling, Robin Kaelin, Kathy 

Chambers, Ken Gerold, Barb Toman & Mike Frye Guest: 

Kathy Frye 

¶ Monthly Appreciation Award:  Presented from Ron 

Erbeck to Mike Frye for the beautiful Flower risers. 

¶ Motion (E Sears/J Sears) and passed to accept the 

December Council Minutes and Special Meeting 

Minutes. Congregational Meeting Minutes accepted as 

written.  

¶ Motion (G Ford/J Sears) and passed to accept treasurerôs 

report with one correction.  

¶ Ken Gerold/President: His focus this year will be the 3 

things the church needs in 2014: 1. New Pastor, 2. 

Building Issues and 3. Most importantly, reaching out; 

we need as a family to reach out to the community to 

help people find Jesus. ï Echoed Pr. Betsy that we need 

to hone in on our assets. Also shared that Barb Toman 

(Elder) and Lori Rehm (Deacon) will lead these 

respective teams and serve on Executive. 

¶ Worship & Music  Report: There will be a noon service 

on Ash Wednesday & Maundy Thursday. There will be 

an evening service every Wednesday in Lent. There will 

be a sign up sheet for dinners. Next year there will 

hopefully be a childrenôs Christmas program tied to the 

cantata. 

¶ Stewardship Report: Bulletin board outside pastorôs 

office will be on a different focus each month. 

¶ Youth & Family Fell owship:   Adult Fellowship will 

be a chocolate dessert and valentine game at the 

Sanderôs home in Liberty township Also shared the 

Monthly Adult Events still have opportunities to host in 

May, July & December. 

¶ Parish Ed Report: Childrenôs church has begun and is 

going well. Parish Ed will be meeting w/Pr. Betsy to 

plan. Mike Frye has begun a new class on Passover. Tom 

Wright also has a class. 

¶ Trustees Report:  Ron & Bob will be changing light 

bulbs council week. Per Joe Sears alarm system has been 

updated. Still waiting on Wheelwright for final 

tweaking. Currently there is no automatic alarm sets so 

everyone MUST set the alarm when they are the last to 

leave. Doors lock 20 minutes after church starts. 

¶ Motion (J Sears/M Frye) to approve the cost of 

38,000.00 on windows, acct 113 Adeline Zoller/Thelma 

Reichel or Dick Ott Estate. Tabled. (Per Request, I have 

sent Joe and Ken past minutes from Trustee reports.) 

¶ Motion (R Kaelin/M Ford) and passed to adjourn 

meeting. 
 
 

Monthly statistics 

Financial Stewardship 

(as of January 31, 2014) 

 Income Expenses 

2013 $17,234.47 $24,694.01 

2014 $14,511.54 $25,977.34 

YTD Operating Funds 

 Income Expenses Balance 

2013 $17,234 $24,694  

2014 $14,512 $25,977 -$12,665.73 

Attendance Averages (February) 

Church 

Atten. 

Sat. 

Comm. 

Sun. 

Comm. 

Sunday 

School 

116 12 98  

 

Baptism  

Nolan Adam Reed (2/16/2014) 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

The following gifts have been 

given to Zion. 

 

In memory of Bob Gifford  

 For the Memorial Fund: Patricia Butterfield Family, 

Mary Louis Webster, Bridgeport Elementary, Betty Terry, 

Dave & Marge Belew 

 

 


